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For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school news, 
upcoming event information, announcements, and more, 
for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Brandt Friends and Family,

The Brandt community loves showcasing the talents of our students! We are happy 
to invite you to join us on June 1st as we partner with Calabro Elementary for our 
annual Art Showcase! Our art teacher, Ms. Forte, is has been busy organizing and 
presenting the work so that you can bask in the talent at our schools. 

Ms. Forte is also working diligently to complete the ground-floor bathroom 
beautification mural, with an “Under the Sea” theme. In addition to this, she has 
finished a mural on the 3rd floor depicting the “Growth Mindset,” and is set to 
begin another of the same theme on the second floor. 

We want our students to continue to be motivated by the spirit of “Not Yet,” and 
to continue to be focused on daily improvements. The preschools and kindergarten 
classrooms are beginning to work on their Moving Up Ceremony ideas. This year’s 
theme in kindergarten will be geared towards future careers. 

All K students will soon receive information regarding “My Future Career Day.” 
On this day the children will come to school dressed in the career to which they 
aspire. We look forward to seeing all of the teachers, doctors, lawyers, scientists, 
ballet dancers, astronauts, athletes, cowboys and cowgirls!

Principal Rodriguez-Gomez

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Our next event:

Summer Safety
June 8, 2017

David E. Rue Building
5:30 - 7:00 PM

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information on 
upcoming events!

Building upon the amazing success of our Pennies for 
Patients campaign, I am excited to announce another 
fundraising effort at Connors. As a school community, we 
will be “Sticking It To Cancer” once again! We will be duct 
taping our Vice Principal, Mr. Scott, to a wall on Friday, 
May 26, 2017. We will be pre-selling strips of duct tape for 
$2 a strip for the students to tape Mr. Scott to the wall. Any 
students interested in participating can bring in $2 for each 
strip of tape to Nurse Hoffman by Friday, May 19th. We 
will be sure to post pictures of the event once it takes place!

Hoboken Middle School

Student Council

Students in Ms. Geleailen’s class have just 
started the novel Coraline, a story about a 
young girl who finds that she has to be brave 
even when she is very, very afraid.  This 
week we worked on an introduction to the 
story and an in-depth analysis of the mood 
and tone of the novel.  

Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 
School Newsletter!

Interested in volunteering?  Serving as a HECAC member is a 
meaningful way to give back to the Early Childhood Education 
Program and support our growing district.  HECAC members 
meet five times a year for in-person meetings.  We engage in 
survey work to solicit feedback from families and use social 
media to elevate the accomplishments of our Pre-K program 
and district elementary schools.  If you have an interest in these 
types of activities, we encourage you to apply!  Check out the 
applications online at: 

http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.
aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=4134374

May 15-17 Gifted & Talented Testing for Grades 1-6

May 19 Morning Meeting @ 8:20 AM
  PTO Meeting @ 9:00 AM 
May 29 Schools Closed for Memorial Day

Box Tops will be collected all year long.   
     
Send your dried out markers to Ms. Forte, Calabro art 
teacher.

1:00 p.m. Dismissal on Friday, May 26, 2017

School closed on Monday, May 29, 2017 – Memorial Day 

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

Mrs. Fusco and her outstanding artists who will have their 
work from the Frogs Are Green art contest published. 

Kindergarten and first grade students took part in an assembly about recycling, put 
on by The Grand Falloons.  The assembly was sponsored by the city of Hoboken’s 
Green Team and Clean Communities.  The assembly taught our learners about the 
cyclical processes of life and earth, to show the importance of continuing the life 
cycle of plastics, metals, glass, and paper by recycling.  At home you can recycle 
to finish the cycle! 

May 17 Interview Workshop for Parents 4:00 PM 

May 26 Connors “Sticks it to Cancer”

Reminder:  Passport to Learning online registration for  
  next school year is now open!

Online registration will be open until June 30th.

Visit the district homepage to register and for more 
information about the program and classes offered next 
school year.

Passport to Learning will be no cost for Connors 
families during the 2017-2018 school year.

Mrs. Taglieri’s sixth graders examined the properties of 
waves during science class.

Mrs. Frene’s class gets ready to journey to the Amazon 
rainforest during their social studies lessons.

A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Hoboken Public School District Family Members,

Since 1914, the second Sunday in May has been dedicated to celebrating mothers. I 
hope that all of our moms across the district had a joyous and memorable Mother’s 
Day. As always, I’m very proud to share with you the notable achievements of our 
students and staff from the past week. 

I want to begin by giving a special congratulations to two of our Hoboken High 
School seniors, Edward Lepre and Kaylah Fermaint, for winning the Hackensack 
University Medical Community Service Merit Scholarship. Together, they compiled 
over 1000 hours of community service. Their efforts reflect the civic-minded spirit 
that we aspire to cultivate in all of our students.

The guidance department has been busy working with students to schedule classes 
for next year. I am so very excited to share with you the much anticipated 2017-
2018 Hoboken High School Program of Studies! This comprehensive documents 
includes all of our updated classes available to students beginning in September. I 
am confident that our high school students will benefit tremendously from the array 
of relevant and unique new courses such as Mandarin Chinese, 21st Century Cultural 
Literacy, People Who Have Shaped the World, International Cuisine, Studies in 
Sustainability and Environmental Science, and many more. I am also thrilled to 
present a number of new programs, certifications, dual enrollment opportunities, 
international travel, virtual learning, and personal growth experiences. Click here 
to view Hoboken High School’s 2017-2018 Program of Studies.

Check out our all new Redwings’ Testimonial Series that will be published in The 
Herald, on our website, and on our social media platforms!  Our student athletes 
enjoyed telling us all about how they have grown athletically, academically, and 
personally.  Be sure to follow us for all the latest news and information!

In the Hoboken High School weekly update, you will find many opportunities 
available for summer jobs and activities for our students, in particular the Junior 
Police Academy! I encourage you to take note of all of the exciting things happening 
this summer. 

We are eagerly looking forward to the premier of the district wide musical Peter 
Pan and want to see you there! Tickets are going fast, be sure to buy yours online in 
advance by clicking here. Our students will be performing Friday night at 7:00 PM, 
Saturday at 2:00 PM and Sunday at 2:00 PM. Don’t miss your chance to see what 
is sure to be a dazzling performance.

As always in The Herald, you’ll hear from our principals, catch up on upcoming 
events, and read all about the amazing news coming from our classrooms. 

Throughout this week, we are administering Gifted and Talented Program testing for 
students in grades 1-7.  Click here for more information about our G & T Program 
and all of the new enhancements that are planned for the 2017-2018 school year.

Also, please be reminded that registration for next year’s Passport to Learning 
Program will be open until June 30th. For more information and to register online, 
please click here.  Exciting courses such as Yoga & Mindfulness, Golf, Zoology, 
and MathCirles are being offered to name just a few. The plethora of enrichment 
courses will now be accompanied by an all new Friday Fun Day program.

Our Early Childhood Education Program has been especially busy. You’ll read 
about how our students prepared for Mother’s Day, how they are continuing to 
embrace the warm weather of Spring in classroom, and their fun-filled visit from 
The Grand Falloons. 

We are very excited to present the Brandt-Calabro Art Showcase! Our art teacher, 
Ms. Forte, has been working diligently with her students and colleagues to prepare 
for the showcase, which will take place Thursday, June 1st at 5:30 PM. Be sure to 
visit and enjoy the incredible work from our budding young artists.

At the elementary school level, you’ll read about Ducklings in Reverse Day, the 
TRUE Mentors visit to Connors, and some of our latest student charity fundraising 
efforts. I am also proud to announce that the Hoboken Public School District 
assembled a team of forty, 5th through 8th grade students to attend the Junior Model 
U.N. Conference at the Bergen Academies in Hackensack. This was the first time 
that our students participated in this prestigious event. We look forward introducing 
and offering more and more innovative learning experiences for our students.  

From Hoboken Middle School, you can catch up with Dr. Davis, familiarize yourself 
with the new Hoboken Middle School Mantra, and learn about the new student 
council! Please also take note of the open PTO Invitation. Hoboken Middle School 
will be welcoming all parents and family members that would like to be involved 
with the formation of the all new HMS PTO. More information can be found in the 
Hoboken Middle School section of The Herald! 

In addition, please click here to view our end our online calendar that highlights all 
of our end of the year events, concerts, ceremonies and graduation dates.

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and 
content. Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and important 
notices are published and continuously updated. I would also like to draw your 
attention toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, and accomplishments 
to you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson

Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools 

Connect with us on 
Social Media!

Parent & Guardian Academy

Digital Backpack

Hoboken Early Childhood 
Advisory Council

Upcoming Events

The Grand Falloons Come to Brandt

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

During the upcoming week, Gifted and Talented testing will take place from 
Monday, May 15th to Wednesday, May 17th for students in 1st-6th grades for 
placement during the 2017-2018 school year.  This will occur during the school 
day in English Language Arts class. Our classroom teachers have been trained to 
administer the test, and all supplies will be provided to our students.

At our last PTO meeting, we explored and discussed options to transform the 
International Family Dinner into a valuable learning experience for our students 
and families during the school day.  Subsequently, we hope you will join us for our 
first annual Parent/Guardian Academy Diversity Summit on Friday, June 2, 2017.  
The day will begin at 9:30 a.m. with a brief presentation in the all-purpose room 
led by Ms. Farooq, who serves on the diversity committee.  Parents and guardians 
will then have the opportunity to enjoy a diversity presentation by each classroom 
beginning at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to contribute to the development of 
the diversity presentation, please contact your child’s teacher.  We hope that you 
are able to attend this wonderful event as we develop a deeper understanding of 
diversity at Calabro.  A memo with an RSVP is forthcoming. 

We also hope you will join us at our next Morning Meeting and PTO meeting on 
Friday, May 19th.  A very special announcement will be made! After the meetings, 
our K-3rd grade students will visit the Hoboken Public Library for a presentation 
by author Angela Dominguez at 9:30 a.m.  Ms. Dominguez will read two books, 
discuss her writing process, and then do a live drawing.  Parents and guardians are 
encouraged to join their child at this exciting event.

In this edition, we highlight some exciting activities. Our 6th grade class participated 
in the Ducklings in Reverse Day at Stevens Institute of Technology. We also share 
the Grand Falloons recycling assembly that all students enjoyed on Tuesday, May 
9th. Check out the pictures of these great learning experiences!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Upcoming Events & Reminders

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

This week was one of my favorite weeks here at Connors as it was Teacher 
Appreciation week. Our teachers and our staff members wear many hats in an effort 
to do what is best for all students. Whether you are a teacher, paraprofessional, 
social worker, nurse, custodian, food and service person, or secretary, we are all 
part of a very important job of educating our students. I appreciate all the extra 
hours that the staff works to ensure that learning is taking place and to help our 
students to be successful. Thank you so much for all the hard work and energy that 
you put into our young scholars. When visitors walk through our hallways, they 
see children learning, working, smiling and laughing and your hard work makes 
Connors a great place to be everyday.
 
We are thankful for our amazing PTO who supplied a cake, goodie bags and 
chocolates to our teachers. The treats were great and very much appreciated. This 
week teachers were treated to breakfast, received swag bags, and participated in 
raffles where they won gift cards throughout the day. On Friday, staff was treated to 
a hot dog cart and ice cream supplied by Dr. Johnson and Mr. Fitzhugh and it was 
a big hit.
 
The poem below is one that I think of often when I think of our staff.
 

If you didn’t hear this from anyone today {{and even if you did}}

Thanks for all that you did today…
For making a million little split second decisions for the benefit of your students.
For putting your own needs on hold and keeping them the focus of your day.
For planning for them long before today ever got rolling.
For changing those plans because they didn’t fit someone who needed a little extra.
For smiling, laughing with them and reassuring their efforts, trials and mistakes.
For placing your hand on a shoulder that was exactly what someone needed.
For getting down on the physical level of your students because it matters.
For thinking of a new way to reach someone who wasn’t getting it.
You matter.
Yes –
You matter.
— Leslie @KindergartenWorks.com

 
 
~Dr. Pollins

Wallace Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

A walk through Wallace at this time of year is truly a wonderful thing. There is 
so much going on that shows how we’ve progressed on our road to excellence 
as a learning community. The work posted -throughout our school, the manner in 
which our staff strives to provide the best possible educational opportunities for our 
children, and our sense of community and family all were on full display this week, 
painting a beautiful picture of the road we are walking together. 

Our second grade friends had the chance to take a trip to Montclair to catch a live 
performance of the timeless classic Charlotte’s Web. This dovetailed nicely with 
a recent assignment in which our second graders kept journals as Wilbur the Pig 
when they learned about point of view. Our third grade friends took a walk to Shop 
Rite to learn about nutrition and economics. Needless to say they all returned with 
smiles on their faces and a bag full of goodies, including hats, t-shirts, and deli 
aprons! Some of our fifth grade friends had a visit from a class mom who worked 
on a Disney film. And our sixth grade friends took a walk to Stevens Institute of 
Technology for the culminating activities of our Ducklings program. You can read 
a report from some of the sixth graders below!

This week was also Teacher Appreciation Week. Here at Wallace, our community 
came together to honor our hard-working and dedicated staff in several ways. On 
Wednesday, our staff enjoyed hot dogs and other assorted treats from one of our 
local vendors courtesy of Superintendent Johnson. On Thursday, our incredible PTO 
provided a catered lunch from Frankie & Ava’s. A very special thanks to Ruchika 
Grover, Kate McQuestin, Audra Rose, Frank DiGiacomo and the Wallace PTO for 
making our staff feel such love and appreciation from our parent community. And 
on Friday, courtesy of the Wallace School Administration, our staff received a bagel 
breakfast and embroidered Wallace School polo shirt. Simply put, thank you to our 
staff – you are awesome. 

On the academic front, our students and staff continue to produce great work. A 
latest round of math extended constructed responses and narrative writing tasks 
takes us into the home stretch of district-level timed tasks. The progress of our 
young learners is on display in classes and hallways on bulletin boards. Mrs. Taglieri 
and her sixth grade science classes examined the properties of waves. Ms. Versaci 
and her fourth grade class examined how technology affects people’s lives for their 
weekly hot topic. Ms. Brooks and her third grade crew created math board games 
from recycled materials. And Mrs. Frene and her friends continued their journey 
around the world by “travelling” to the Amazon Rain Forest. 

I never get tired of saying it (and I’ve said it many times) – great things are happening 
at Wallace School. It’s an amazing and vibrant community. I can’t wait to see what 
next week brings. Until then… 

Martin Shannon
Principal, Wallace Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

You are a STAR.

 Successful, Talented, Accountable, and Respectful.

“We are committed to being successful because we are 
talented, and hold ourselves accountable with the highest 
levels of being respectful.”

Middle School Mantra

April Student of the Month

Hoboken High School Newsletter

April Students of the Month

Wonderful Work at Wallace

Pajama Day Raises Even More 
Money for LHS

Congratulations to our April Students of the Month. Pictured from left to right: 
Alexandra Shum (Pre-K, Mr. Mautone), Preston Frankel (Kindergarten, Ms. 
Tomlinson), Richard Renta (1st Grade, Ms. LaGrasta), Nayalin Rosa (2nd Grade, 
Mrs. Shikhman), Colin Jette (3rd Grade, Mr. Peterson), Sava Tomin (4th Grade, Mrs. 
Arnone), Angel Acosta (5th Grade, Mrs. Martinez), and Derek Bright (6th Grade, 
Mrs. Taglieri). Keeping in line with our monthly tradition, our scholars were invited 
to a breakfast with their parents to celebrate their excellence with Mr. Bartlett. They 
all received certificates, pencils, and spirit sticks. A second congratulations to Angel 
Acosta, the overall Student of the Month who represented Wallace at the Hoboken 
Board of Education meeting on May 9. He received another commendation from 
Assistant Superintendent Fitzhugh. We are extremely proud of our young scholars. 
Keep up the fantastic work!

Ducklings in Reverse Day

On May 5th, Wallace students visited Stevens Institute of Technology for a culmi-
nating STEM competition and fun day with the Stevens athletes. The Ducklings are 
our 6th grade students from Wallace who participate in STEM projects throughout 
the year. The students had a great day at the university playing sports, doing activ-
ities related to STEM, and exploring the grounds. 

The first activity the students participated in was a STEM activity. Everyone was 
split into small groups and paired with a student from Stevens. The project was to 
make a car that runs on air built from paper towel rolls, tape, cardboard, straws, 
skewers and rubber bands. At the end there was a contest to see which group made 
the car that moved the farthest. This was not only an engineering activity and a con-
test, there was also math involved. Each item cost a certain amount of money and 
each group had a budget of ten dollars. It was a fun learning activity.  

Next, groups were taken to the Davidson Laboratory, a short walk away from the 
gym. There, they learned about testing boats and saw a wave pool. The college 
students showed the kids how an actual test would work along with models of 
previously tested boats. The kids also learned that the testing tank was as long as a 
football field! 

Of course, the STEM activity and the trip to Davidson Laboratory weren’t the only 
thing the students did on our exciting trip to Steven’s. The students did many ac-
tivities related to the sports offered to students at Stevens. They were split into four 
groups and rotated between the sports. There was volleyball, lacrosse, soccer, and 
basketball. The college students helped the sixth graders learn the basics of these 
sports. For example, in lacrosse and volleyball, the students learned skills such as 
how to hit or scoop the ball correctly. In basketball and soccer, they had friendly 
competition and scrimmage. 

The trip was nearly complete, except the students were in for an amazing treat. The 
students visited the weight room, one of the favorite spots of the Stevens scholar 
athletes.  In this room, there were weights, bicycles, and other fitness equipment. 
Julian Guerra and Javen Goldstein set the Wallace record on the bench press: a to-
tal of 35 bench presses! This room also had two ropes that could be swung up and 
down. The ropes were heavy, but they were fun to use for a work out. The room 
also had platforms to practice jumping exercises. Our Wallace sixth graders found 
it difficult to jump onto the highest platform. Although it rained during the entire 
walk back to Wallace, everyone agreed that it was a day full of fun and learning!

Social Media Connection

Upcoming Events

3rd Grade Students Explore Colleges & Universities

This week, the 3rd grade students of 
Connors have begun a two-week Social 
Studies project centered around the college 
or university of the student’s choice. Each 
student has spent time researching a school 
they wish to attend through the school 
website, a field of study they wish to major 
in, and other interesting facts about the 
college or university including geographic 
location, mascot, and 3 fun facts. Students 
designed their own college shirts based on 
their research. Next week, students will 
create a tri-fold for their college with all 
relevant research that will be presented to 
their classmates. It has been exciting to see 
the excitement in each student, while also 
seeing a range of schools from those close 
by (NJCU and Rutgers) to those across the 
country (UCLA and even the University of 
Hawaii!). 

PTO Corner

Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week

We’re so grateful for our amazing teachers and staff and 
their dedication to our children!  The PTO recognized 
our teachers this week with a special cake, gift bags and 
chocolates.
(photos attached).

Passport to Learning for Fall 2017 - Register Now!

Online registration for next school year’s Passport to 
Learning Program closes on Friday, June 30th - so be sure 
to sign up now!

Registration can be done on your mobile phone or computer.  
All course information and access to registration can be 
found at https://goo.gl/s2vLUZ.

Passport to Learning will be of no cost to Connors families 
during the 2017-2018 school year.

For more information, email passporttolearning@hoboken.
k12.nj.us

News from 0ur Nurse

Stevens Ducklings in Reverse Day

The Stevens Ducklings program is a 
partnership with Stevens Institute of 
Technology and their athletic department. 
Stevens student athletes from all varsity 
sports have been visiting Calabro 
School’s grade 6 classroom once a month. 
These student athletes taught hands-
on activities aligned with the district’s 
science curriculum and integrating science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM). As a finale, the 6th grade students 
attended Stevens Duckling in Reverse 
Day. They visited the university and were 
engaged in STEM activities with Stevens 
Ducks (student athletes). 

Calabro Welcomes 
The Grand Falloons

The students in grades K through 6 thoroughly enjoyed a 
recycling/litter show thanks to The Grand Falloons and Ms. 
Forte, school art teacher, for making this assembly possible. 
Students were engaged in fun while learning lessons about 
recycling and keeping the environment clean.  This was 
a great way to help motivate children to learn as much as 
they can about our planet. The information learned sets the 
foundation for the future. 

Friendships won’t last without kindness.

Our students know that you need to be nice in order to make a friend, but sometimes 
they can forget the importance of treating their friend with kindness in order to 
remain friends.

This week our 1st and 2nd-grade groups used worksheets and activities to learn and 
think critically about how our behavior affects our self and others. 

June 1  Brandt/ Calabro Art Show 5:30 - 6:30 PM
June 2  K/1 Field Day
June 9  BPC Meeting @ 8:45 AM
June 16 Brandt Kindergarten Move Up Ceremony 
  10:00 AM

Early Childhood Move Up 
Ceremonies

In the area of Language Arts, the students engaged 
in an open-ended spring writing activity.  They were 
given the scenario, “If you were a raindrop, where 
would you land?  Why?”.  The students impressed us 
with providing a justification for their response and also 
intrigued us with their creative ideas.  From landing 
on watermelons, trees, and gardens to help them grow 
to landing on their grandmother’s house, on a car, in 
a pool, or on a beach, the students kept their writing 
goals in mind and produced these thoughtful writing 
pieces.

June 9  Demarest Move Up Ceremony
  MSELC PK 4  @ 10:00 AM 

June 13 Rue Move Up Ceremony 
  HOPES Rue 1 @ 1:00 PM

June 14 Brandt PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES PK 3  @ 1:30 PM

  Connors PK 3 Move Up Ceremony
  HOPES C001 PK 3 @ 12:30 PM

  Rue PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 4 & 6 @ 12:30 PM

June 15 Brandt PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 4  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES  PK 4  @ 12:30 PM

  Connors PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES C005 & C006 @ 12:30 PM
  
  Wallace PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @10:30 AM 
  
  Rue PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 2 & 5 @ 12:30 PM

June 16 Rue PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @ 10:00 AM 

  St. Francis Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 11:00 AM 
  MSELC PK 4 @ 11:30 AM

Mrs. Gavin’s classroom has been welcoming spring across the curriculum.  In 
mathematics, the students were proud to demonstrate their 1st grade readiness by 
creating number bond flowers.  

Springtime in Kindergarten

The students chose a number to put in the center of their flower and applied multiple 
math strategies to decompose it.  Some students were able to use their mental math 
skills to think of the many ways to make their number while others were savvy with 
their counters.  They started off with their number and removed a different amount 
of counters every time in order to see how many remained; those two numbers 
make up a bond for their chosen number!  Their work product came together to 
display a beautiful math garden outside our classroom.  There is no doubt that these 
kindergarteners’ math skills are in full bloom.  

Mrs. Petrosyan’s class was busy this week preparing Mother’s Day projects for 
the special women in their lives! They decided to first brainstorm all the different 
reasons why their moms are special to them. Then they designed their unique 
teapots, making sure to create a picture that would truly make their mom’s heart 
shine with joy! Little did they know that even if they put a squiggle on their teapot 
their mom would still cherish it! The following day the students created a booklet 
that had their mom’s all-time favorites in it, the reason they love their mom, and 
much more! It was so precious to see all the hard work classroom 309 put into 
creating their projects. 

Happy Mothers’ Day to all!

Celebrating Mothers’ Day

A Message from the PIRT Team

Helping children transition from one school 
year to the next
 
The end of the school year brings the expected joy at finishing 
another year, and perhaps some sadness at leaving behind 
a year filled with great experiences, teachers and friends. 
Take into consideration that this may be a bittersweet time 
for your child and help him celebrate as you ease any 
anxiety associated with the end-of-school days.

Communicate and Connect

The daily life and structure of school that your child has 
grown used to is about to end. Your child may be simply 
overjoyed to enter the free and easy days of summer, 
but more likely, they are probably experiencing some 
nervousness about leaving the familiar world of school. 
Will they see their friends over the summer? Will they ever 
see their teacher again? Your child may even already be 
worried about who their teacher will be for the next grade.

• Let your child know that they don't have to feel 
explicitly happy about school ending even though 
their classmates may seem ecstatic about the prospect 
of summer vacation. Relate a personal story about 
a time you were sad to leave school, or ask them 
to tell you what they'll miss about being in school. 

• Help your child keep in touch with classmates. Ask 
them which friends they'd like to keep seeing over 
the summer, and gather contact information for 
them. Before school is out, arrange some summer 
play dates for them so they know that they can look 
forward to seeing classmates weeks after school ends. 

• If your child is attached to their teacher, have him 
write an end-of-year thank you card or create some 
other kind of remembrance. Working on the project 
will help them feel connected to their teacher, and 
they'll appreciate the idea of giving something 
that will last beyond their attendance in class. 

• Finally, if your child is anxious about moving to a 
new building, make it a point to walk or drive by the 
school that your child will be attending so that they 
grow accustomed to seeing it.  Speak positively and 
openly about how wonderful their first day of school 
will be and try to ease any fears they might have.  

Inside the Classroom...

Art Showcase

Join us in celebrating our artists at the 2nd annual Calabro 
& Brandt Art Showcase on June 1st from 5:30-6:30pm.  
The showcase will be held in the beautiful and spacious 
Brandt gymnasium at 216 9th street in Hoboken. The 
showcase will features works of art by K-6th grade students 
in a variety of materials and techniques including paint, 
printmaking, collage, and sculpture.  

All friends and family are invited to this event to enjoy 
artwork, treats, and be a part of a collaborative painting 
activity!

(Flyer pictured above)

News from Our Nurse

Reminder about Grade 6 booster shots

Two vaccines are required for entry to Grade 6.  The two 
vaccines are Tdap, a booster of the pertussis or whooping 
cough vaccine and the vaccine for Meningococcal 
Meningitis.  

The shots are due on the first day of school in September.  
Students who have not yet turned 11 years of age have until 
their 11th birthday to receive the shots.  Students not in 
compliance may be subject to exclusion.

These two vaccines can be given after a student’s 10th 
birthday.  Parents sometimes wait until late August to 
schedule these vaccines.  Save yourself some stress and get 
the vaccines now so you can have a relaxed summer.

If you need a copy of your child’s shot record or need more 
information, feel free to contact the school nurse.

News from the Guidance Counselor

Inside the Classroom...

Ms. Rodriguez’s 4th grade class was excited to show off their writing assignments 
based on animal adaptations. Students took time during Challenge & Support to 
type up their work and to add pictures with captions. Stop by Room 308 to read 
some samples of this impressive student work!

Animal Adaptations Writing Activities

TRUE Mentors Visits Connors

Students in 4th, 5th, and 6th grades were excited to welcome 
Mr. DeShawn Singleton, Program Director of True 
Mentors. Mr. Singleton shared his personal experiences 
and provided students an overview of the many great 
programs and activities offered by True Mentors, including 
Enrichment Clubs, one-to-one mentors, sports clubs, and 
teen internships. In addition to supporting our students at 
Connors, True Mentors is always looking for volunteers 
and mentors. 

Check out their website http://truementors.org for more 
information!

The annual Pajama Day fundraiser for the Liberty Humane 
Society animal shelter netted a total of $360.31. The total 
donations from Pajama Day and Silly Hat Day add up to 
$800.31! This money will go to help animals in need. A 
huge thanks to everyone who participated and donated. 
Another huge thank you to Mrs. Fusco for working her 
magic and organizing great community-driven activities. 
We are still collecting wish list items that are truly needed 
for the shelter to continue to function.   Wish list collection 
will end on May 31, 2017.  See Mrs. Fusco for more 
information. 

Mrs. Kubinsky’s second grade friends dressed in their PJs 
during the annual fundraising event for the Liberty Humane 
Society. 

Parent Author Visits 5th Grade

This past week the 5th graders in Mrs. Killen’s class invited 
a class mom, Mrs. Shari Simpson, to stop by for a visit and 
discuss her profession. Mrs. Simpson is best known as the 
writer of The Disney Channel’s movie, “The Swap.” She 
is an award- winning author of various books for children 
and young adults, such as Sweet, Sweet Summertime, due 
out to the public in 2018.  Her most recent work is a young 
adult series coming out in 2019 and another movie for The 
Disney Channel.  She is an award winning blogger for her 
site, Earth Mother Just Means I’m Dusty. She created and 
performs in comedy videos for Nickelodeon’s humor site 
“NickMom”, writes for In The Powder Room, and has co-
authored the off-Broadway hit Maybe Baby, It’s You. The 
students engaged in a great, thoughtful discussion with 
Mrs. Simpson about being a writer. They were inspired and 
amazed at just how far great narrative writing can take you.  
The class had an awesome time. Thanks to Mrs. Simpson 
for stopping by to inspire our learners!

Our fifth grade friends in Mrs. Killen’s class heard from 
Mrs. Simpson, a class mom who worked on a Disney 
movie. 

Mr. Fernandez Presents at 
SEPAC Meeting

Mr. Manny Fernandez presented to the SEPAC parents about 
the philosophy of the growth vs. fixed mindset on May 10, 
2017.  To reach his students and ensure they can relate to 
the idea of growth vs. fixed mindset, Mr. Fernandez frames 
the concept through the lens of The Force and The Dark 
Side from Star Wars. Interim Director of Special Services 
Ms. Pope said, “His presentation was very powerful and 
the parents in attendance were engrossed in the content.  
He teaches self contained 2nd and 3rd grade class and does 
a wonderful job with his students.” 

His presentation was entitled “The Growth Mindset and 
The Power Of Yet!” The presentation discussed how having 
a growth mindset can affect academics as well as social 
emotional learning. Parents were provided with resources 
for themselves and their children. These resources (books, 
storybooks, videos and websites) will assist parents to 
develop and encourage a Growth Mindset not only in their 
children but also recognize their own mindset.

Mr. Fernandez’s growth mindset posters. 

There is a transformation taking place in the new Hoboken Middle School. Our 
teachers and staff continue to make our school community a place “Where Students 
Come First.” As we end the year, our students are realizing their true potential to 
be leaders. The middle school years are important years in the lives of our students. 
During these years they develop a sense of self, while balancing their need to de-
velop relationships. These relationships become a very important factor in devel-
oping their character: both in terms of moral and ethical responsibility, and being 
productive citizens. Moreover, these relationships have a trajectory effect on their 
peers and school community. 

With that being said, character building becomes a very critical component in de-
veloping globally conscious citizens. How do we as parents, educators, and as a 
community support our students’ development? We provide them with the venue 
and experiences to develop their character traits. Firstly, during the past few weeks, 
the Hoboken Middle School Team has focused on creating and maintaining a struc-
tured learning environment for our students by reintroducing the Hoboken Middle 
School Handbook’s expectations, while holding our students accountable for their 
learning and for their role in the school community. Secondly, we are fostering a 
community of respect - a respect for self and a respect for others. Thirdly, we recog-
nize the need to create a balance between expectations and privileges. We are proud 
of our students’ ability to adhere to and meet expectations, while demonstrating a 
high degree of accountability. As we move forward, our goal will be to enhance 
and continue to foster a sense of transparent and open communication among all 
stakeholders. With that being said, I’ve spent the past few weeks listening to our 
students’ ideas for our new school. It is critical for our students to have a voice and 
platform for contributing their ideas for creating the culture and climate of the new 
Hoboken Middle School. Please read Ms. Gennarelli’s introduction to the Student 
Homeroom Council to follow.  

A Servant Leader,

Dr. Sharon V. Davis
Principal

Student Homeroom Council Representatives were recently appointed by the 
Hoboken Middle School Team to provide opportunities for student leadership roles 
throughout the school. This platform will allow students to contribute to the creation 
of the culture and climate of the new middle school. Homeroom representatives will 
have the opportunity to meet with Dr. Davis and selected teachers once a month to 
provide ideas and suggestions for events, programs, etc.  We are looking forward 
our first meeting.

Grade 7 - Antonio Cioce

Antonio is an exceptional student; he does well in all of 
his classes, but excels at math, which is also his favorite 
subject. Antonio is always on task and not shy to volunteer. 
He is admired by his peers for his math prowess and his 
model behavior. Antonio goes above and beyond in the 
classroom and takes pride in his work.  Antonio has one of 
the highest averages in the entire 7th grade.  He is eager to 
learn and likes to be challenged.  Antonio comes to class 
prepared every day and always displays a positive attitude 
both in and out of the classroom.  He is a distinguished 
representative of the Hoboken Middle School and is very 
deserving of the title Student of the Month! 

Antonio likes to play soccer and is looking forward to 
playing for the Hoboken Redwings Soccer Team when he 
enters the high school in two years. In his free time, he 
enjoys hanging out with his friends and going to the park. 
Over the summer he is looking forward to going to the 
beach for family vacation.  

Antonio is grateful for his family, especially his mom and 
dad from whom he inherited  his great math skills. 

Inside the Classroom...

English Language Arts

Project Lead The Way
Ms. Airey’s Project Lead the Way 8th graders are working on creating Android 
apps.  They are building the apps on the computers using the MIT App Inventor 
software and then testing their apps using the tablets. 

Social Studies
Mr. D’ Bernado’s  8th grade history detectives are currently investigating the 
underlying causes of World War II and the Holocaust.

Dr. Davis conducts her daily classroom visits to observe 
students learning and teachers teaching. The curriculum 
provides our students the opportunity to develop the 
21st century skills of collaboration, critical thinking, and 
problem solving.

Dr. Davis’ Classroom Visits

Science
Ms. Bartolotta’s Grade 8 Science students modeled how caves are formed through 
the process of weathering, which is the breaking down or changing color of rocks.  
Our mountain was made of clay and sugar; the sugar represented limestone (which 
dissolved with continued contact by the water).  To test the solubility of limestone, 
students re-enacted acid rain (water/vinegar solution) falling from the atmosphere 
to see its long term effects. PTO Invitation

Hoboken Middle School would welcome as many parents 
or family members that would like to become involved in 
planning our all new Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).
Parental involvement is critical in the success of our 
students. The PTO functions as a venue to enrich learning 
experiences for students at the new Hoboken Middle 
School. It is our intent the PTO will enhance the school 
community, foster a stronger school and home connection, 
provide special recognition events and activities, organize 
parent seminars, and much more. There is nothing more 
powerful than when our community works together for the 
future of all students’ academic excellence.

We are looking for members who embrace these goals. 
Please contact me at sdavis@hoboken.k12.nj.us if you 
would like to be part of this exciting and important 
organization. Your support is critical as we develop life- 
long learners and leaders of tomorrow.

Redwing Testimonial Series

Be on the lookout for Redwing Testimonial Series! Hear from our outstanding 
student-athletes on what it means to be Redwing. Our first set of testimonials is 
published below!

Justin Davis (Class of 2017)

How have your experiences as a Redwing shaped you as a 
young adult?

“Throughout my four years at Hoboken High School, I’ve 
been through so much – athletically and academically.  Being 
here has shaped me as a young adult as playing basketball, 
baseball, and football have opened me up to many new 
experiences…..I had a great support system around me with 
teachers and coaches pushing me to do the best I could.”

Alizea Henriquez (Class of 2017)

What do you believe makes the Hoboken High 
School Athletic Department so special?

What makes the Athletic Department so special 
is how everyone looks out for each other and 
how much we all want to show and embrace our 
Redwing pride!

Hoboken Students at
Junior Model U.N. Conference
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